Recommended planning activities
for students participating in MUNA in 2018

Now that you know which country you are going to be representing, the
following suggestions will help you to prepare for successful participation
in MUNA and to get the maximum benefit from the weekend.

e Become familiar with your country’s history, culture, political
structure, and current political affairs. In addition to resources
available from your school, public library, Internet etc. contact your
country’s local Consul, or their Embassy in Canberra. It may be useful
to read books (fiction, non-fiction, biographies, etc) by authors who
live in your allocated country. They may offer insights into the culture
you are learning about.

e As well as learning about the culture and history of your allocated
country, find out about their costumes - whether they have national
costumes or a particular style of dressing. (Hint — the drama
department of your school, local theatre groups or people in your
community are good resources and often very happy to help). Start
early to plan your costumes.

e Learn about your country’s viewpoints on as many of the issues to be
discussed at MUNA as you can. The resolutions to be debated at MUNA
will be forwarded by separate email. Make sure you keep abreast of
current news and issues relating to your country.

e Know your allies and your opponents. In order to properly represent
your country during MUNA you will need to interact with delegates
from other countries. Knowing their positions on your topic helps you
to predict their arguments during debate. This will be very useful in
helping you decide in advance where it might be useful to seek
cooperation or compromise.

e Be familiar with current statistical data on the resolutions and issues
that you are planning to participate in during the debate.

e Review the rules and procedures for MUNA (see “Rules of Debate”).
These rules are intended to allow each country to accomplish its
individual goals in speaking about their policies while maximizing
opportunities for the group to reach agreement or consensus on each
issue. Our Rules of Debate are derived from those used by the UN and
reflect UN protocol and procedure.



